CUT THROUGH THE WEB NOISE

RSS feeds help sort out the new from the mold

One problem with the web: it's too darn big. Who has time to keep Hang onto your cowboy hat, because that’s where Real Simple Syndication (RSS)

up with its immeasurable updates? You could spend all day trolling comes in. Odds are you've seen the little orange button with either the letters “RSS”,
around online, looking for the freshest headlines and content on “XML", or sometimes a little radar-looking symbol, on at least one of your favorite
your favorite sites. Wouldn't it be nice if there were a way of websites. The little orange button means that the website you're visiting offers its
gathering all the new things on frequently updated sites (like content as an RSS “feed,” which is simply a list of new articles, usually with just a
blogs, news feeds or podcasts) and sending them out to you? title and a short description. The little orange button is a link to that feed. Subscribe

to theses feeds and these sites will get in contact with you electronically when they
offer new content.

HERE’'S HOW YOU DO IT

scarch Subscribe! Bike Racing

One caveat: If you're using an older web browser like Internet Explorer 6, and you click on The real beauty of feeds is that they can be used in many different ways and are not just
that RSS link, you may see a page full of ghastly code instead of a nicely formatted list. limited to RSS readers. Many web sites these days, Google and Yahoo for example, allow
That's because RSS is actually a different kind of information than the browser is used to registered users to create custom home pages using feeds. By using RSS, users get more
seeing. Older browsers just don’t understand RSS, which brings us to the “RSS Reader.” control over what they see and when, and save themselves time as well.

Cost: RSS Reader software: Free — $50 Time to set-up: 10 minutes
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